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“The biggest single problem in the design field today revolves around the question of values. 

In relation to this question all other problems, while interesting, are superficial.” (George 

Nelson, 1961)

Trained as an architect with a degree from Yale, Nelson was one of the defining figures of 

American design in the latter half of the 20th century. He created classics of modern furnitu-

re and interior design like the Coconut Chair (1956), the Marshmallow Sofa (1956), the Ball 

Clock (1947), the Bubble Lamps (starting in 1952) and the Action Office (1964). Nelson was 

not only a successful designer but also an acclaimed writer and editor, lecturer, exhibition 

designer and passionate photographer. In his many essays on design, he was one of the most 

prominent voices among his peers in reflecting on the working conditions, duties and objec-

tives of his profession at a time when the field and its image were still in the formative years. 

Nelson’s conception of design as a system, his approach that went beyond mere styling and 

always took into consideration the greater nexus of interrelated interests and concerns as well 

as his achievements in the teaching of design give his oeuvre particular relevance and appeal 

in today’s context. 


